
 
 
November 11, 2020 
 
Dear ZPS Community, 
 
Although many questioned how long in-person learning could last during a pandemic, we are proud of all our 
students and staff for all that has been achieved in the first academic quarter. It has been nothing short of 
amazing to see the strength and tenacity of teaching and learning in every corner of our district over the last 11 
weeks. Thank you for supporting your children and our staff throughout this experience and this academic 
year.  
 
Although student attendance remains near 89% (normal is 98%), the challenges associated with this pandemic 
have reached a new level both at ZPS and throughout West Michigan. The virus has expanded its reach into 
our community and our buildings. As local COVID cases increase, our state and local health systems are taxed 
to keep up with testing and results. Additionally, local community tracing is now done at the state level. This 
high case load translates to a delay in communication, sometimes up to a week, before a school building has 
sufficient detail and contact tracing within ZPS can be completed.  Each building is experiencing numerous 
classes without substitute teachers and other staffing gaps that cannot be filled.  As we all work tirelessly to 
maintain a healthy physical environment at ZPS, we are also mindful of the mental health and well-being of 
students and staff who must then be placed under quarantine. As our numbers escalate, so does our need to 
adjust quickly and effectively.  
 
Therefore, it is for the health and well-being of our students, staff, and community that ZPS will alter the 
immediate in-person academic calendar to a remote calendar until after Thanksgiving Break. Specifically: 

● Thursday, November 12: Parent-teacher conferences remain as scheduled. The virtual half day 
for students is canceled to provide staff time to organize for remote learning. 

● Friday, November 13: No school (previously scheduled day off) 
● Monday, November 16: No school for PK-8 and Remote Learning for 9-12  
● Tuesday, November 17 - Tuesday, November 24: Remote Learning PK-12 
● Wednesday, November 25 - 27: Thanksgiving Break, no school 
● Monday, November 30: Return to in-person learning 

 
Let’s all do our part so we can resume in-person learning.  

Please continue to follow the CDC guidelines to stop the spread of COVID-19.  
 
We understand there are many questions. We will do our best to provide  information on key areas below. 
 
Food Service 
Families can sign up for ZPS Meal Service by emailing foodservice@zps.org or calling 616-748-3128 before 
noon on Fridays. Food pick up is held every Tuesday from 2-5 pm at The Bridge in downtown Zeeland and 
includes a week's worth of breakfast and lunch per student at no cost.  
 
Z-Kids Childcare  
Z-Kids Childcare is operating under the remote schedule plan. There is currently a waiting list for this program.  
 
Early Childhood Center Preschool 

https://www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/coronavirus.htm
https://www.zps.org/covid/covid-transparency-reporting/
mailto:foodservice@zps.org


The Early Childhood Preschool, as well as special education programs, will begin remote on Tuesday, 
November 17 to coincide with the K-12 schedule. At this time, ZPS childcare at the Early Childhood Center 
remains open for currently enrolled families.  
 
Extra-Curricular Activities for Grades 6-12 
Currently, extracurricular activities will continue with safety precautions in place. Students who participate in 
any extracurricular activity will receive information from their director or coach.  
 
Zeeland Recreation  
Currently, all Zeeland Recreation activities and the Zeeland Recreation Fitness Center remain open with safety 
precautions in place.  
 
Z-Connect Families 
Z-Connect Online Learning students in grades Y5-5 will receive calendar updates from Leslie Rindfliesch, 
Z-Connect Director. Of immediate importance, Y5-5 students will have no academic requirements for 
Thursday, November 12. Z-Connect Online Learning for grades 6-12 is not affected by the calendar change. 
Students in grades 6-12 will continue with their self paced schedule. As a reminder, Friday, November 13 
remains a scheduled day off for all Z-Connect students. 
 
Remote Schedules and Class Information 
Buildings and classrooms will provide further information about the remote schedule. Families can expect an 
update by Monday with more details.  

We know this is a difficult undertaking for our families, as well as our staff. We hope this break from in-person 
learning will provide sufficient time to slow the spread of COVID-19 and allow for our medical facilities to 
properly navigate the current situation. We know in-person learning is critical for many students and our hope 
is to regain the ability to teach and learn in person. We thank you for your continued grace and wish all of our 
families a safe and healthy remote experience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


